
Healthcare, once again, is changing.    

Cost effective, patient driven care has been 
brought into focus; a goal that has long been 
shared and advocated for in Interventional 
Radiology Divisions across our nation. 
IR technologists play a crucial role as part of an 
interdisciplinary team perfectly designed to deliver 

innovative care that is less invasive than traditional methods and 
treatments. Our clinical expertise, mastery of imaging equipment, 
procedural, and inventory knowledge, make us an invaluable asset in 
providing care that can result in happier patients through less patient 
risks, shorter hospital stays, and less discomfort. 
For many of us, the challenge of a dynamic environment centered 
around advanced patient care is what called us to the field initially. 
The continued challenge, is finding access to information that enables 
us to strengthen our foundation, and further our knowledge. 
The goal of the AVIR is simply an extension of the personal goals 
of so many IR technologists around the globe; to provide world 
class education and resources that enable us to continue to be able 
to efficiently, safely, and effectively care for our patients, as well as 
advance our field through research and understanding.
Achieving that goal requires both national and local efforts. Thinking 
about some of the changes and updates we are making this year, is 

very exciting. First of all, we took the feedback from last year’s  
annual meeting in Atlanta to design the program for this year.  
A lot of member feedback and comments have been reviewed  
and implemented this year. 
From an outreach perspective we are continuing to stay in touch with 
our Chapters, making sure they have up to date information, and 
assistance with any issues that arise. We also recognize the importance 
of interdisciplinary relationships. We have teamed up with the ARIN  
to provide a great schedule for the combined day in the annual 
meeting, as well as forming a bond to gain more memberships. 
Another thing that is very exciting to us, and something we will 
continue to strengthen in the future is our educational offerings. 
Starting in July 2015 we will offer 3 articles for CEs a month. These 
will be articles from JVIR, and  will be showcased on the AVIR website. 
In addition to the articles on the website, we are going to be doing our 
second VI Workshop. This will be held in Concord, North Carolina in 
October. During this review weekend, attendees will be able to obtain  
13 credits, as well as take a mock Registry, and have an opportunity for 
hands on simulation.
Through these continued efforts on the part of our Board of Directors, 
and your invaluable input as members, the AVIR will continue to grow 
as a leader in education and an advocate for technologists and their 
unique and irreplaceable skillset. 
Enjoy your summer. 
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Ah, summer what a fun season with friends 
family with wonderful weather to enjoy whatever 
outdoor activity that stimulates or relaxes you! I 
hope you and your familys’ and friends have an 
amazing summer!
Following another successful AVIR meeting held 
in conjunction with the Society of Interventional 

Radiology conference in Atlanta, the BOD for the AVIR immediately 
went to work not only planning for next’s years annual meeting in 
Vancouver, but also continuing to work on planning the progression 
of the AVIR for our members. I am very proud and encouraged by 
the stimulating activities going on with the AVIR and I am confident 
when I say the AVIR is heading in the right direction!
Membership benefits continue to advance as the value of the AVIR 
improves!  With the sustained progression of our website, and 
educational offerings, we are proud to offer tools that members can 
utilize for a multitude of different purposes including the ability to 
house your CE credits with the AVIR. The AVIR recognizes how 
important this function is to our profession today as well as how 
essential it will be with the imminent changes in reporting and 
tracking CE credits as we move forward.  The AVIR is nationally 
recognized provider of CE credits and as a RCEEM organization we 
can not only offer the many directed readings or self paced modules 
on our website, we can also approve CE credits for our local chapters.
Speaking of local AVIR chapters, we continue to focus on developing 
and supporting local chapters. We have again added additional 
chapters under Crystal Hanson’s leadership since the AVIR national 
meeting and we are pleased to say we now have 25 local AVIR 
chapters up and running across the country. Chapter growth 
continues to be one our primary areas of focus and will continue 
to be vital to our profession in the coming years. Local chapters 
achieve many important objectives for our profession. Attaining high 
quality, relevant education and knowledge sharing with colleagues 
and friends as we network and share our sense of pride in being part 
of our profession is truly rewarding!  We are progressing with the 
growth of our local AVIR chapters, building the pillars that bolster 
our profession!  

Speaking of advancing our profession, and recognizing the importance 
of advanced certification in our specialty as well as supporting our up 
and coming professionals and students in the field of Interventional 
Radiology we are excited about our new offerings. To that end, and 
coming of the extremely success first VI workshop with a full day of 
lectures, simulators and a mock VI registry, we have been diligently 
planning our second weekend VI workshop that will simultaneously 
achieve our objectives of providing a platform for those individuals 
in our field that want a robust prep course for the VI registry and for 
those interested in high-quality CE credits in the fantastic location 
North Carolina! We again will offer a mock registry at the end of the 
workshop for those interested in preparing to take the VI exam. 
This year and in the coming years we also aim to place concentrated 
focus on our students in the field of IR. We have added several links 
and profiles to our education section of our website of higher education 
institutions offering bachelor degrees in IR and formal clinical training 
in IR at nationally recognized hospitals. We will also recognize a student 
from one these programs at our national meeting in Vancouver next 
April. We believe in investing in our future through education, training 
and certification in the field we are all so passionate about!
Summer time is a great time to take advantage of some down time, I 
encourage you to reflect on investing in yourself and our field through 
the many opportunities the AVIR can offer. Come to the VI workshop 
for a high quality, fun and rewarding weekend that could further your 
career in this amazing field we know as IR! 
Enjoy the summer! 

Past Presidents Message
Rob Sheridan, FAVIR, Director, IR MGH



Our combined day with our fabulous 
nursing colleagues kicked the conference 
off and once again was a huge success. 
We, the AVIR were honored to present 
Dr. Jafar Golzarian with the Shari Ullman 
award to start the day. Dr. Golzarian’s 
key message was the importance of team 

work within the lab. The teamwork theme continued on with 
the simulation program at Massachusetts General Hospital. 
Dr. Seyan Senlar kept the crowd’s attention with his witty 
personality as he presented Extreme IR. If you attended I’m 
quite certain that Dr. Mike Miller from Duke left a lasting 
impression with his 5 minute introduction that had most of 
you on your cell phones, taking notes to negatively survey 
him until he paused….and asked “how many of you are on 
your cell phone right now?” This was to demonstrate how 
important Service Excellence is in the labs. And back by 
popular demand Dr. Bob Dixon, MD not to be confused with 
Dr. Bob Dixon, PhD presented Radiation Protection. We all 
concluded the night with our Annual Soiree over-looking the 
city sky-line!

Monday we separated from the nurses and opened our 
day with the renowned Pediatric Neuro Interventionist Dr. 
Berenstein where he shocked the audience with his incredible 
images of neuro vascular malformations. We continued 

on the neuro theme with AVIR’s own Lora Cheek RN and 
one of her technologists. Monday afternoon was packed full of 
Oncology highlighted by SIR board member Dr. Dan Brown 
from Vanderbilt. Tuesday morning’s focus was pediatric IR with 
Interesting Cases from Boston Children’s hospital Dr. Gulraiz 
Chaudry and a pediatric overview by Ray Ramoso from Seattle 
Children’s. We concluded the day with Endovascular Treatment 
in IR as well as Robotic IR. And last but not least the VI Review 
taught by AVIR’s President-Elect Alisha Hawrylack. If you have 
not yet taken your boards and are looking for the most thorough 
review out there, Alisha is a phenomenal teacher from University 
of Virginia. 

We hope you enjoyed Atlanta and look forward to seeing you all in 
Vancouver!

Atlanta was chilly but the conference was hot!
By: Amanda L Popovitch, Annual Meeting Chair 



SIR-ARIN-AVIR 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES
VANCOUVER, BC, CANADA
APRIL 2-6, 2016

SAVE THE DATE

ATTENTION NURSES

For more information,

Visit ARINursing.org

ATTENTION TECHNOLOGISTS

For More information,

Visit AVIR.org

*Imaging Nurse Review Course (two days)

*Technologists - VI Review (one day)

WORLD RENOWNED SPEAKERS 

CUTTING EDGE TOPICS

EXCELLENT NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

NEW DEVICES & EQUIPMENT FROM VENDOR PARTNERS

SOIREE ON SUNDAY NIGHT FOR ALL AVIR AND ARIN ATTENDEES

OPTIONAL REVIEW COURSES



For the first time since 2006 the AVIR National 
Meeting in conjunction with the SIR and ARIN is 
going International to Vancouver, British Columbia! 
Our planning team set out last month for a site visit 
and came back with raving reviews. Here’s what Dana 
Kanfoush, our Corporate Liason has to say “The 
conference center overlooks the water and is the most 
beautiful center I have ever seen”.  The combined day 
with our nursing colleagues is set and I guarantee you 
another day full of excitement, laughs and of course 
great speakers and content. We have a few new and 
exciting opportunities for you all so stay tuned for a 
chance to get involved. And please if you would like 
to speak, have a speaker or topic in mind I’d love to 
hear from you. 

Are you interested in presenting a case study, a new 
cutting edge procedure you are doing at your facility 
or maybe a topic you are passionate about but don’t 
want to give a 1 hour talk?! Well NEW to the Annual 
Meeting this year are Poster Presentations! Posters will 
require a 5-10 minute presentation and will be on 
display! Prizes will be awarded as well! 

So dust off your passport; be sure they are current 
with an expiration no sooner than 6 months of the 

meeting date, apply or renew and get ready to join us 
April 2-7, 2016 in one of the most beautiful cities in 
North America!

Call For Abstracts: Vancouver, BC 2016!
By: Amanda L Popovitch, Annual Meeting Chair

New CE Credits
By: Alisha Hawrylack, RT (R) VI

The AVIR is pleased to announce that beginning in 
July, three new continuing education credits will be 
made available each month to our members!

The AVIR will be selecting and releasing three 
articles monthly from the Journal of Vascular and 
Interventional Radiography. These articles will be 
reviewed by our educational committee, and feature a 
variety of topics relevant to the continuing education 
of our technologists.  

Each article will be accompanied by five quiz questions; 
upon completion and submission the reader will receive one 
category A credit for each completed article. 

This month’s articles include an in depth look at advanced 
techniques for complicated filter retrieval, a review of the 
ever evolving BRTO procedure, and explores the risks verses 
benefits of placing tunneled dialysis catheters in patients 
suffering from acute kidney injuries. 

We welcome your feedback, and look forward to discussion 
on our social medial outlets!
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2015 Summer Chapter Updates

By: Crystal Hanson, (RT) R
Director at Large

Arizona, Chapter
Contact: Alfredo Yanez
Email: ayanezavir@gmail.com
Our newest AVIR Chapter is from Phoenix headed by 
Alfredo Yanez. They have a lot of interest and support from 
their local hospitals and staff. I have no doubt they will hit the 
ground running 
with some great lectures and add to our membership growth.

Baltimore Chapter
Contact: Karen Finnegan
Email: KFINNEGAN@umm.edu

Boston Chapter
Contact: Amanda Popovitch
Contact: Kimberly Mahoney
Email: Amanda.Popovitch@childrens.harvard.edu, 
KMAHONEY18@partners.org

Buckeye State Chapter (Ohio) 
Contact: Jamie Hiott RT (R ) (CV)(M)(CT)(VI)
Email: jshiott@gmail.com 

Connecticut Northeast Chapter of AVIR-New
Contact: Paul McCarthy
Email: pmccarthy03@yahoo.com 
Paul is the newest member spearheading the Connecticut 
chapter. He has used his Interventional knowledge by 
traveling to different countries and helping with procedures. 
He is going into his second meeting for the summer using 
the help of Covidien and giving a lecture on the Concerto 
Coils. His group consists of 10 Interventional Techs and is 
continuing to help the AVIR grow membership. Welcome 
Paul!

Great Lakes Michigan Chapter
Contact: Michelle Denomme
Email: mdenomme@beaumonthospitals.com

Knoxville, TN-New
Contact: Dan Bernard
Email: djbernard@me.com
Knoxville is our new up and coming AVIR Chapters. Dan 
Bernard a technologist in Knoxville, Tennessee teamed up 
with his company Coviden Neuro Vascular and is working on 
spearheading a fantastic meeting for this November.

Lone Star State Chapter  
Contact: Alan Seeley RT (R ) (VI)
Email: aseeley@petersonrmc.com or aseeley61@windstream.net

Los Angeles Chapter  
Contact: Jeane Rhoten RT(R )(CV)
Email: jrslife@aol.com

South Florida-Broward Chapter
Contact: Jamerson Guillaume 
Contact: Hatm Muhammed
Email: hatm65@hotmail.com
Email: jguillaume10@gmail.com
This new Chapter in South Florida is excited to get things up 
and running for 2015. Jamerson is heading their organization 
and gaining the AVIR some new members.  We can’t wait to see 
what their Chapter has to offer.

South Florida-Miami Chapter

Contact: Roberto Telleria, RT R CV CT
Contact: Izzy Ramaswamy
Email: AVIR.MIAMI.RT@GMAIL.COM 
Email: izzyavir@gmail.com

This year our chapter will resume quarterly meetings, which will 
be announced this month. Please keep an eye on our website for 
details. 



2015 Summer Chapter Updates

By: Crystal Hanson, (RT) R
Director at Large

Co-Chaired by – Stephan Johnson RT (R)(VI), Rob Velez 
RT (R)(VI), and James Black RT (R)(VI)

The Capital Region Chapter of the AVIR came out of 2015 
strong! They hosted a meeting at the Midtown Tap and Tea 
Room which included dinner and one credit approval. This 
meeting was supported by their local representatives of Boston 
Scientific.

New York City Chapter-New
Contact: Rennie Mohabir RT(R) (CV)
Email: mohabirh@mskcc.org
The New York Chapter is also one of our newest Chapters. 
They are working on membership growth and continuing 
interest in their area.

Northern California Chapter   
Contact: Darlene Crockett RT(CV)
Email: maildarlene@juno.com 

North Carolina Chapter of AVIR 
Contact: Diane Koenigshofer MPH, BSRT-R(CV), FAVIR
Email: dianek@nc.rr.com
This fall, October 3rd and 4th, the AVIR Board of Directors 
is hosting a VI workshop in Concord, North Carolina. They 
are offering a 13 credit symposium that will cover an in depth 
look at vascular anatomy and pathology, a review of routine 
and complex procedures, as well as a pharmacology and 
nursing review, There will be on site simulators that allow 
participants to engage in hands on opportunities, and lastly, a 
Mock VI Board with a post test discussion. We hope you take 
advantage of this great opportunity. See our website avir.org 
for details and sign up.

North Texas Chapter 
Contact: Sven Phillips RT ( R) VI
Email: sven427@yahoo.com 

Orange County California Chapter (OCAVIR)
Contact: Brett Thiebolt (R)
Email: thieboltbh@stjoe.org
Currently the Orange County Chapter activity is a quarterly 
angio club with multi vendor support.  This is a case 
presentation open to all Interventionalists, Vascular Surgeons, 
Cardiologists, RN’s and Technologists. 

2015 Summer Chapter Updates
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Orlando, Florida Chapter-New
Contact: Jodie Reynolds
Email: jodieavir@gmail.com
Great news central Florida interventional 
technologists! The Orlando chapter of AVIR is up 
and running at Nemours Children’s Hospital. We 
have an exciting year ahead of us and will be offering 
amazing new benefits. In conjunction with physicians 
and medical supply representatives, we will be hosting 
meetings to further educate our community on the 
history and future of AVIR. 

Seattle Chapter
Contact: Leona Benson RT (R )(CV) FAVIR
Email: seattleavir@hotmail.com
www.seattleavir.com

South Carolina (SCAVIR)
Contact: John Furtek RT (R )
Email: jfurtek52@gmail.com
www.scavir.org 

South Coast, Lakewood, CA 
Contact: Joseph Carfagno
email: irmaster@msn.com 

Tampa, Florida 
Contact: Pete Stibbs
Email: pete.stibbs@argonmedical.com
Our Tampa Chapter has been quiet for a while, but Pete 
is working on bringing everyone back together to make 
a great come back. We hope to hear about their first 
meeting soon.

Texas Gulf Coast Chapter-New
Contact: Gloria Andrews, Anjelica Alvarado
Email: gloria.avir@outlook.com, ama.avir@gmail.com
Lead technologists Angelica Alverado and Gloria 
Andrews  have set their Chapter up to welcome new 
members and recruit non-membersin their local regions 
of Humble and Kingswood, Texas. Their drive to have a 
voice in the medical field is no doubt going to attract a 
great crowd.

Virginia Chapter VAAVIR-
Contact: Rita Howard RT(R )(CV) rhoward709@aol.com or 
twilliamson@mcvh-vcu.edu
Contact: Christopher Shaver RT (R ) christophershaver@msn.
com

Riverside Regional Medical Center in Newport News Virginia.
has combined departments of Interventional Radiology, Cath 
Lab, EP and Neuro Intervention. Each month their manager 
attempts to provide continuing education giving their staff 
members updates on new procedures, continued procedures, 
new equipment, and various other topics. They have already had 
multiple meeting this spring.

And last but not least…from the Badger State…

Wisconsin Chapter
Contact: Jen Eklund. 
Contact: Kristen Welch
Email: daisymay1210@yahoo.co, kristen.welch@froedtert.com
 
Our Spring Symposium was held Saturday, March 21st 2015 
at the Clarion Hotel in Milwaukee, by the Airport. The topics 
included; Interventional Veterinary Medicine, stroke, DES, 
an Interactive Tumor Board, Islet Cell Transplantation and 
Percutaneous Fetal Intervention
 
    
  

2015 Summer Chapter Updates



2015 Summer Chapter Updates It Pays to be an AVIR Member!
by: Izzy Ramaswamy

In 2016 AVIR continues our relationship with ISET and 
GEST, join us in MIAMI in January or NEW YORK in 
May. Not only will you get discounted registration and 
accommodations specific to AVIR active members, but 
all their lectures will be ARRT accredited by our own 

RCEEM process and keep on the lookout for AVIR 
specific coursework to be made available to you at these 
locations. Special thanks to Jonas Nash and the team at 
Complete Conference Management for your continued 
support

http://www.iset.org/

http://www.gestweb.org/

http://www.iset.org/
http://www.gestweb.org/
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2015 Meetings Around the World

Date Meeting acyrn Web site/ Phone Location

August 12-15  2015 Save a Leg, Save a Life Foundation 2015 Annual National 
Conference www.savealegsavealife.org Palmer Hotel Chicago, IL

August 12-15  2015 AMP  5th Annual Amputation Prevention Symposium AMP www.AMPtheCLImeeting.com Palmer Hotel Chicago, IL

September 10-12, 2015 ISVS 2015 ISVS www.isvscongress.com Athens Hilton Hotel;  
Athens, Greece

September 12 2015 Mid-South Peripheral Interventions Symposium www.isesonline.org/ises-mid-south.html Dallas,  Texas

September 18-21 2015 PICS & AICS 2015 PICS www.picsymposium.com Aria   Las Vegas, NV

September 17-19 2015 SYNAPSE 2015 | From Mind to Matter synapseworkshop.com Phoenix,  AX 

September 26-30,  2015 CIRSE 2015 CIRSE www.cirse.org Lisbon, Portugal

October 3  2015 Mid-Atlantic Aortic Symposium www.isesonline.org/ises-mid-atlantic.html Philadelphia,   PA

October  11-15  2015 Transcatheter Cardiovascular Therapeutics (TCT) 2015 www.crf.org/tct San Francisco,  CA

October 16-17, 2015 The Vein Forum: Comprehensive Venous Management for 
the Practicing Clinician www.veinforum.org Washington, DC

October 22-24, 2015 SIR's Lower Extremity Arterial RevascularizatioN (LEARN) 
Meeting www.sirweb.org/meetings/SIR_LEARN.shtml Orlando, FL

October 31- 
November 1, 2015 The VEINS 2015 vivaphysicians.org/veins-15/ Wynn Las Vegas

November 2-5, 2015 VIVA 2015: Vascular Interventional Advances VIVA www.vivaphysicians.org Wynn Las Vegas

November 16-19, 2015 AIMsymposium (Advanced Interventional Management) AIM www.veithsymposium.com/aim.php New York Hilton-Midtown

November 17-21, 2015 VEITHsymposium www.veithsymposium.org New York Hilton-Midtown

December 3-5, 2015 4th Annual Miami Neuro Symposium and 3rd Annual 
Miami Neuro Nursing Symposium juliez@baptisthealth.net Coral Gables, Florida

January 26-29, 2016 LINC 2016 LINC www.leipzig-interventional-course.com Leipzig, Germany

February 6-10, 2016 ISET 2016 ISET Website: www.iset.org Westin Diplomat,  
Hollywood, FL

February 25-28, 2016 Vascular Care 2016: Best Practices and Innovative 
Approaches for Vascular Disease

www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/cme/course_pages/
VAS/vas_pagelink.html

Squaw Creek,Olympic 
Valley, CA

April 2-6, 2016 Association of Vascular Interventional 
Radiographer 25th Annual Scientific Symposium AVIR AVIR.org Vancourver, BC,  

Canada

April 2-6, 2016 ARIN 2015 Convention & Imaging Review Course AIRN www.arinursing.org Vancourver, BC,  
Canada

April 2-7, 2016 Society of Interventional Radiology 40th Annual 
Scientific Meeting SIR sirmeeting.org Vancourver, BC,  

Canada
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Participants can get  
12 cat A + credits for 
attendance to lectures on 
Interventional Medicine   

Participants have access 
to  Vendors Reception 
Friday Night & Workshops 

AVIR, ARIN, VSRT & SVN Members $65 
Non-members $140 
Students $25   

          * prices include both days 

This	  year’s	  highlights	  Grass	  Roots	  Initiative	  for	  Student	  	  recognition.	  	  Register	  on	  AVIR	  
website	  www.regonline.com/vaavir2015.	  
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Are you a motivated individual 
with a passion for advancing our 
field? Having the opportunity to 
impact our field through leadership 
positions on the AVIR sound 
exciting to you? Do you derive 
satisfaction by making a difference 
in peoples’ lives? If you said yes to 

any of those questions, you are an ideal candidate to 
join our board of directors and make a difference in 
people lives by advancing our field as an AVIR board 
of directors! The process is simple, complete the 
nomination form and we’ll do the rest. If you need 
assistance with the process, please contact us, we want 
to help you through the process. 
Some board positions are one-year commitments. 
Secretary Treasurer, Director At-Large, Associate 
Representative, and the three Board Appointments all 
fit into a one year term. These one-year appointments 
introduce new AVIR members to Board positions.  
These one year terms also infuse the Board with 
new ideas, energy and resources. Serving for one 
year also provides a look into the AVIR and new 
Board members have the opportunity get a feel for 
professional society involvement and the impact that 
work has on our field.  These positions are a chance 
to gauge if you would like to run for the office of 
Vice President/President -Elect which is a three-
year commitment including the third year served as 
Immediate Past President. As Past President you will 
serve as a mentor to the new AVIR leadership team. 
Speaking to shaping our future, the current board of 
directors continues working on revitalizing AVIRs 
mission and vision while creating a new roadmap for 
today and tomorrows leadership best practices! Come 
be a part of that important work! 
Some of the rewards of serving as an officer in 
the AVIR include: • Professional Self-satisfaction 
• Team Building • Grow your leadership skills • 
Networking • Time Management • Business Acumen 
• Marketability • Personal and Professional growth 
The Vice President / President-Elect uses the first 
year to learn the ropes so to speak. They chair the 
Education Committee, as well as the Fellows and the 
Award for Excellence Committees. Since the mission 

Call for AVIR Board of  Directors Nominations!

By: Rob Sheridan, FAVIR, RT (R)

of the A VIR is to provide education, their Education 
Committee is vital to the functioning of the organization. 
The results of this committee, as well as the Chapters are the 
foundation of this organization and the product we give to 
our members, through annual, regional, and local meetings 
as well as other methods of continuing educational venues. 
The President-Elect then transitions to the role of President 
and leads all the business meetings as well as the Board 
meetings. The President is also the Chair of the Ethics and 
Judicial Committee and is responsible for all the external 
representation of the orga¬nization. All the internal affairs 
of the organization are the responsibility of the President. 
During this year, the President promotes the Mission and 
Philosophy of the AVIR. The third year of the commitment 
consists of serving as the Immediate Past President, acting as a 
senior advisor to the Board. The Immediate Past President is 
responsible for the nomination process for the organization, 
as well as being responsible for the Board appointed External 
Liaisons. The Director-at-Large is one of the most vital 
positions on the Board, because this person is working at the 
grassroots level of the organization by being the intermediary 
between the Board and the Chapters. The chapters are 
fulfilling the AVIR’s mission of education on a local level. 
The charge of the director is to support the chapters and /or 
the liaisons to the chapters. The office of Secretary / Treasurer 
really focuses on the Treasurer aspect of the position. We 
have an account executive whose role is to function as a 
secretary during board meetings, taking the minutes and 
then distributing them. In addition, the Treasurer’s role also 
has the management company’s assistance in the accounting 
functions. It is the duty of the Treasurer to review the 
quarterly financial statements and make recommendations 
accordingly. However, the Secretary / Treasurer also is 
responsible for communicating with the corporate sponsors, 
and helping securing donations. All Board members are 
responsible and encouraged to contribute their ideas for 
writing articles for the newsletter, The International Informer, 
attending Board meetings, including the annual meeting and 
being available for conference calls. 
The qualifications for running for an office are that you are 
an active member in good standing, have served on a national 
level committee for a year and want to make a difference. If 
you are interested in running for an office next year, please 
contact us at info@avir.org. Elections start in late October, 
early November, so if you have the desire to become a Board 
member, please do not hesitate in contacting me  
at rmsheridan@partners.org.  
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dsdouthet@gmail.com

Lora Cheek, RN, CNRN
Associate Representative
University of Maryland Medical Center
lcheek@umm.edu

Dana Bridges
Corporate Liaison
SurgPro
dbridges@surgpro.com

David Nicholson, RT (R) (CV)
President
University of Virginia Health System
angioci@gmail.com

Rob Sheridan, FAVIR, RT (R)
Past President
Massachusetts General Hospital
robsheridanavir@gmail.com

Alisha Hawrylack, RT (R) VI
VP/President-Elect
University of Virginia Health System
ahawrylack.avir@gmail.com

Daniel Bernard 
Secretary/Treasurer
TSM – Tennessee, NC
Redefining the Treatment of Vertebral Pathologies
dbernard@dfineinc.com

Crystal Hanson, RT (R) 
Director at Large
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison Hospital and Clinic
cbroihahn11@gmail.com

Amanda Popovitch, RT (R)
Annual Program Chair
Boston Children’s Hospital
aviramanda@gmail.com

Call for AVIR Board of  Directors Nominations!

By: Rob Sheridan, FAVIR, RT (R)

AVIR Board of  Directors | 2015 – 2016

 

Izzy Ramaswamy, MS, RT(R)(CV) 
President 
A true IR advocate, currently on the leadership team at Miami's Baptist Cardiac & Vascular Institute. 
We are an ever expanding combined services department always looking into the future both in a 
fiscally responsible and technologically revolutionary way. We bring the best of healthcare to the 
local community and share our best practices to the worldwide community through our participation 
in ISET, SIR, AVIR, TCT and the rest of the international symposiums available each year. I look 
forward to a great year leading AVIR through this amazing period in time and feel privileged to do so. 
Thank you for the opportunity. 

Contact me 

 

Robert M. Sheridan, RT (R) ARRT 
Vice-President 
Mr. Sheridan is the Director of Clinical Operations for Interventional Radiology at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital (MGH), a 900 bed academic medical center located in Boston. Massachusetts 
General Hospital is Ranked # 1 by US World News Reports and is the primary teaching hospital for 
Harvard Medical School. 

Mr. Sheridan has 18 years experience in Interventional Radiology and is responsible for the overall 
strategic planning and operations for 15,000 image guided procedures for 6 IR divisions, and 4 
clinical units. 
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Effective January 2016, the ARRT will 
be implementing Structured Education 
Requirements requiring candidates who 
wish to obtain post primary Vascular 
Interventional certification obtain one 
hour of structured education in each 
of the major content areas; Equipment 
and Instrumentation, Patient Care, 

and Vascular-Interventional Procedures. Additionally, 
technologists will be required to obtain 16 total hours of 
structured education.  
As the ARRT continually works to ensure that the content 
and educational requirements of the Vascular-Interventional 
Radiography Examination reflect our unique skillset as 
technologists, the Association of Vascular and Interventional 
Radiographers is working to provide both our members, 
and non-members, with the resources required to meet these 
requirements as well as excel in our profession.
One of these resources will be our Second Annual VI 
Workshop, where technologists will receive all three required 
continuing education credits, as well as thirteen of the sixteen 

Join us in Concord, North Carolina!

By: Alisha Hawrlack, RT (R) VI

credits required to sit for their VI boards. Those not looking to sit 
for their VI registry will still have the opportunity to receive thirteen 
CE credits.
This two day conference will offer lectures focused on the 
fundamentals of our field including: 
• An in depth look at vascular anatomy and pathology
• A review of Neuro anatomy, positioning, and procedures
• A review of the inventory vital to our field including both 
diagnostic and implantable devices 
• A review of both routine and complex procedures
• A Patient Care review 
•  A Mock VI exam  
•  On site simulators that will allow participants hands on 

opportunities to apply knowledge, utilize inventory, and interact 
with experts in our field 

We hope that you will join us in beautiful Concord, North Carolina 
October 2nd through the 4th! If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

AVIR Directed Reading
12 New Category A CE Credits Now Available

Access the AVIR website at www.avir.org
Articles and quizzes are posted online using our new 
education platform. 

Certificates of completion can be printed directly from your 
AVIR account.

If you have suggestions for other AVIR projects, please let 
us know!



Join us in Concord, North Carolina!

By: Alisha Hawrlack, RT (R) VI

VASCULAR  
INTERVENTION  
WORKSHOP
REGISTER FOR THE SECOND  
AVIR VI WORKSHOP!
JOIN US IN CONCORD, NC
OCTOBER 3-4, 2015
13 CE CREDITS AVAILABLE
As the AVIR continues to partner with fellow technologists to provide relevant learning 
opportunities in their pursuit of higher education, we are excited to continue a unique 
educational offering through our Second Annual VI Workshop! This two day conference 
will offer lectures focused on the fundamentals of our field including: 

· An in depth look at vascular anatomy and pathology

· A review of Neuro anatomy, positioning, and procedures

·  A review of the inventory vital to our field including both diagnostic and  
implantable devices

· A review of both routine and complex procedures

·  A Patient Care lecture; pre-procedure workup and assessment, intra-procedure 
concerns and management, and post procedure care; A Pharmacology and  
Nursing review

· A Mock VI Board, including post test discussion 

·  In addition to the hands on format, this year we will provide in depth lectures on the 
proliferation of endovacular simulators in our specialty. Attendees will learn about the 
development and application of simulators and the significant impact simulators have 
provided trainees in the field of IR.  

ASSOCIATION OF VASCULAR & INTERVENIONAL RADIOGRAPHERS
2201 Cooperative Way
Suite 600
Herndon, VA 20171
571-252-7174.www.avir.org
ahawrylack.avir@gmail.com

Registration Rates:

· AVIR Member Registration - $200

· AVIR Member One Day - $125

·  AVIR Non Member Registration $250 
(Includes 1 Year Membership)

· AVIR Non Member One Day - $150

·  Exhibitor/Sponsor Table Top Display 
- $750 (Includes Registration for two 
Representatives)

Hotel Information:

Courtyard Charlotte Concord 
7201 Scott Padgett Parkway 
Concord, NC 28027
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A Visit to Our Local Hospital for the
25th Annual Meeting in Vancouver, BC, Canada! 
By: Dana Bridges Kanfoush

If you’ve ever been involved in planning 
a big event, you know that a lot goes into 
making everything run smoothly.  Our 
AVIR educational conference, held in 
conjunction with SIR and ARIN, is no 
different.  Every year a contingent of 
representatives from each organization 
does a site visit to prepare for the following 

year’s annual meeting.  This year, Rob Sheridan (AVIR’s past 
president), Mary Sousa (current ARIN president), Bruce 
Boulter (executive director for ARIN) and I traveled to 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  In the midst of touring 
the city to find the location for our soiree and talking with hotel 
staff and convention center representatives to pick out rooms, 
we were fortunate to get to visit the IR department at Royal 
Columbian Hospital located in the suburbs of Vancouver.  
Cheryl Greenhalgh, an RT, had attended a prior AVIR/ARIN/
SIR meeting and had an opportunity to meet Dave Douthett, 
one of the AVIR board members.  Dave connected me with 
Cheryl and we were able to schedule a time to visit their 
IR department.  We were definitely curious to see how IR 
functions north of the border.

We took the Skytrain (Vancouver’s metro train system) from 
downtown to the Sapperton stop in New Westminster and 
upon exiting, saw the hospital directly in front of us.  Royal 
Columbian is a 450 bed acute care hospital which serves as 
one of the two main neuro IR departments in the province.  
Cheryl, Lars Huebner, the IR supervisor, and Juvena Burns, 
Site Coordinator for the Medical Imaging, were kind enough to 
welcome us to their hospital.  We also met Laurie Strandell, the 
Patient Care Coordinator (who also manages inventory), Dr. 
Halkier (an IR doc), and several other staff members.  

We learned that originally IR and CCL were in the same 
department but then split into two separate departments.  
They now have two suites that are used primarily for IR 
cases which include everything from ports to chronic dialysis 
catheters, CVC’s, paracentesis, percutaneous drains, GJ tubes, 
fistulagrams, and neuro cases.  They are the central hub of all 
complex work for the health authority.

They also have access to a “multipurpose” biplane room that 
is shared with the cardiac and neuro programs.  On Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, it is also used for EP studies that are 
covered by IR techs, cardio nurses, and CV techs (including 
a dedicated tech for documentation).  On Tuesdays and 

Thursdays they work with a neuro surgeon in the lab doing 
complex intracranial interventions.  Finally, they also cover a 
“multipurpose OR theatre” where IR techs work alongside OR 
or cardiac nurses where they do TAVI, CRTs, and a variety of 
vascular surgeries.

Outside the procedure rooms, they have a six stretcher hold 
bay that nurses use for pre (primarily check in) and post care 
(including the use of a hemostasis clamp if required).  The 
nurses also manage four walk-in surgical daycare (SDC) 
patients for those people who require extended post care 
(which, depending on the cases, can be anywhere from 1-6 hrs) 
since they are not staffed to handle the entire post recovery.  
Finally, they are allotted one overnight hospital bed each day.

We were all impressed by the size of the rooms.  They really had 
ample space to move around the fluoro bed and C-arm.  They 
had a wide array of storage options from in-room cabinets to 
between room storage and carts with neuro-specific supplies.  
Although they are under similar cost-containment directives 
from the health authority, doctors’ preference is still taken into 
account when determining which devices to order and use.  
Laurie currently handles inventory but an aid has been hired to 
help out as well.  Certain items, such as contrast, are obtained 
through central ordering.

Royal Columbian’s main IR suites were built in 2004 but 
most of the equipment has been upgraded (whether software 
or actual equipment) many times over.  They are a “show site” 
for Philips (although the do have Siemens and GE machines 
in other departments).  They do have expansion in the plans 
but that building project looks like it is slated to 2022 where 
they will create an interventional “super floor” in a brand new 
section of the hospital.

Throughout our visit, we had some great discussions about 
the Canadian healthcare system overall.  Each province has 
multiple health “authorities” that govern different personnel 
and divisions of the hospital.  The techs and supervisors fall 
under the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority while the 
nurses are governed by a separate authority.  Additionally, most 
Americans believe that the government is the only payer for 
healthcare but this isn’t the case.  In fact, many Canadians have 
private insurance or use some other third party payer.  Worker’s 
compensation care is handled differently as well.  

We were also curious whether nursing requirements would 
be similar or different compared with how we do things in 



the States.  Similar to a lot of hospitals in the US, all cases, 
with the exception of some outpatient procedures (including 
epidural injections, facet joint injections, nerve root blocks, or 
sinograms) have a nurse involved.  They also send patients to 
PACU or recovery area post procedures, especially for neuro-
interventional cases that require coilings.  The PACU will also 
hold arterial thrombolysis patients when TPA is infused.

Additionally, we were interested to find out that currently in 
British Columbia, RTR’s are unregulated.  However, the BC 
government has recently announced formation of a regulatory 
college for RTR’s (in conjunction with four other paramedical 
professions).  This regulatory college should be implemented 
in the next 18 months and would be provincial in scope as 
opposed to federal.

We really enjoyed the opportunity to visit Royal Columbian 
Hospital and learn about similarities and differences between 
the American and Canadian healthcare systems.  Overall, they 

ran their IR department very similarly to how we do things in 
the States.  And the best common denominator … providing 
quality patient care is their top priority.

Special thanks to Juvena Burns, RTR the Site Coordinator 
– Medical Imaging and the great help from all at Royal 
Columbian Hospital.                         

   Royal Columbian Hospital is a fully modern 450 bed acute 
care hospital serving the communities of New Westminster, 
Coquitlam, Port Moody, and Port Coquitlam. It is the tertiary 
referral centre for the Lower Mainland east of the Vancouver 
city border. Because of its close proximity to the freeway and 
industrial area, this hospital has one of the busiest emergency 
departments in the Lower Mainland and sees approximately 
60,000 emergency patients per year.

 

Survey results:
Years in field showed that 
approximiately:
20% are 0-5 years
25% are 6-10 years
32% are 10-20 years
20% are 20+ years

75% work in community hospital
20% work in university hospital
5% work in free standing clinic

Sessions:
Topics, quality of presentations and speakers as 
well as the joint day all recieved “Excellent” and 
“Good” scores! Out of those 75% felt the topics 
were “extremley relevant” while 25% felt they were 
“somewhat releveant”. 

A few of the favorite topics were:
Neuro Sessions-Dr. Berenstein and Lora Cheek, RN/
Stacey Pickerel, RT
Gold Medal Lecture: Dr. Jafar Golzarian
Vascular Malformations: Dr. Gulraiz Chaudry
Contrast Reactions: Dr. Bethany Niell
Radiation Safety: Dr. Bob Dixon

Soiree:
We have taken a great amount of time to read these 
results. Our team has found an incredible location for 
Vancouver which will take place a local brewery. There 
will be plenty of food and the space is smaller for easier 
networking. The board will make it a point to make their 
rounds and chat with all attendees. We will be sure to 
properly advertise all details following up the day. Save 
the date: Sunday April 3, 2016 @ 7pm!!!!

 Wrap Up Survey  from  24th Annual Meeting in Atlanta 2015!
By: Amanda L Popovitch, Annual Meeting Chair 
AVIRAmanda@Gmail.Com
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As we have already begun preparations 
for what promises to be an exceptional 
meeting in Vancouver, we want to pause 
and ensure that our fellow technologists 
are aware of the opportunity afforded 
them through our Award of Excellence.

The AVIR firmly believes and supports 
that our technologists play a crucial role in the innovation 
that continues to advance our unique and exceptional 
field. The daily commitment to patient care, research, and 
education exhibited by technologists across our nation is 
recognized and rewarded by the AVIR through the Award 
of Excellence. 

Award of Excellence candidates must be dedicated 
Interventional Radiographers who consistently exceed 
what is expected of them when dealing with patients and 
their families, peers, physicians and hospital staff. This 
individual must maintain a high level of competency 
and professionalism within their division and hospital. 
This individual must demonstrate involvement in either 
research, or education, or be involved in improvement 

Two additional changes to ARRT 
governing documents are being proposed 
by the ARRT Board of Trustees, and they 
are interested in your input. These changes 
go beyond those earlier announced for the 
Standards of Ethics and the Continuing 
Education Requirements. 

The changes, which are detailed in a track-changes version of 
the Rules and Regulations, include a procedural clarification 
for the Continuing Qualifications Requirements, or CQR, 
and an updating of how ARRT may seek public comment on 
proposed changes to any of its governing documents:

•  Section 2.05:  A sentence is added to clarify that if 
certification and registration is held in multiple disciplines, 
CQR must be completed for each discipline earned on or 
after January 1, 2011.

•  Section 11.02 (c):  ARRT regularly seeks comment 
on all substantive changes that are proposed for the 

projects within their division or their community. A 
candidate may be nominated more than once. Supervisors 
are also eligible for this award. AVIR Board members and 
Fellows or Fellow applicants are ineligible for this award.

The technologist selected to receive the Award of Excellence 
will have their registration fee waived for the annual AVIR 
meeting, as well as be recognized by the Board of Directors 
during our annual business meeting, and will receive one 
year of free AVIR membership. 

To be eligible for this award, a technologist must be 
nominated by a fellow colleague or peer. The nominator 
must be an AVIR member. For more information, or 
to nominate an individual for the 2015 AVIR Award of 
Excellence, please click here. Applications must include a 
letter of recommendation from both the nominator and 
one of the following: physician, co-worker or peer, and 
immediate supervisor or radiology director. The AVIR Board 
of Directors believes that the continued strength of this 
organization lies within our membership. Thank you for your 
interest and support of this Award of Excellence program.

governing documents. In order to accommodate updated 
communication media, the language that specified 
how such proposed rule changes could be circulated 
for public comment is proposed for change in order 
to permit flexibility in the best appropriate manner of 
communicating those proposals.

Additional editorial changes, also highlighted in the track-
changes version of the Rules and Regulations, are proposed 
to reflect updated terminology.

THIS HAS COME AND GONE BUT YOU CAN 
SHARE YOUR FEED BACK ON THE SITE PROVIDED 
HERE. 

R.T. Comment Survey 

Remember we are closing in on 2016 which has changes 
for being able to sit for your VI and also getting closer 
to CQR time.   For an update on both don’t miss the VI 
Registry Workshop in Carey NC or keep your eye on the 
Interventional Informer for the most up to date information. 

Award of  Excellence
By: Alisha Hawrlack, RT (R) VI

Rules and Regulations Changes: Your Input Sought by Monday, July 6
By: Dana Bridges Kanfoush



We are very fortunate to have some wonderful 
corporate partners that help AVIR meet our 
goals of keeping our subscription rates low and 
making our annual meeting possible.  That 
being said, we wanted to take an opportunity 
to shine the spotlight on our top sponsors and 
some of their latest and greatest contributions 
to healthcare.

Many of you who have attended an annual meeting in the past few 
years have heard our own past president, Rob Sheridan, speak on 
radio frequency identification (RFID) enabled supply automation.  
In partnership with Mobile Aspects, Rob (as the Director of IR) 
and  Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) implemented the 
supply automation technology in 2009 to manage the storage and 
utilization of high cost implantable devices such as coils, stents 
and catheters. Through a six month post-implementation analysis, 
MGH realized an increase in charge capture accuracy of nearly 
25% by tracking the use of high cost items through the Mobile 
Aspects technology. In addition, clinical supply chain processes 
were optimized to decrease the occurrence of special requisitions 
by 50% through the avoidance of stock-outs and rush orders. The 
total benefits realized by the organization have approached nearly 
$1 million annually. 

The system known as iRISupply™, uses passive RFID technology 
and real-time data management to automate clinician workflows 
and streamline communication processes for product storage, 
tracking, and supply chain management. 

“We are pleased to be able to partner with an organization as 
prestigious as MGH to provide a solution that creates a highly 
automated and accurate approach in managing their interventional 
devices and supplies,” shared Suneil Mandava, President and CEO 
of Mobile Aspects. “More importantly, we are excited to have 
them realize measurable operational improvements in their charge 
capture accuracy and clinical supply chain efficiency to justify their 
investment in our technology.”

(Information from press release)

About Mobile Aspects

Mobile Aspects, based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, provides 
innovative RFID solutions and expertise to enable surgical settings 
within hospitals and clinicians to deliver a higher quality of care. 
The Mobile Aspects portfolio of solutions eliminates manual 
processes through clinician-friendly, simple workflow automation. 

Leading healthcare organizations across the United States 
and worldwide are utilizing Mobile Aspects patent-protected 

technologies to benefit their organizations both in efficiency and 
profitability. With a customer-focused approach and an emphasis 
on speed-to-innovation for solution design and delivery, Mobile 
Aspects seeks to provide healthcare organizations with optimal 
solutions to advance clinical process automation. As a commitment 
to customer satisfaction and product performance, Mobile Aspects 
is an ISO 9001:2008 Quality Standard certified Company. 
For more information, visit www.mobileaspects.com or call 
412-325-1690.

Advancing Lives and the Delivery of Health Care™

Bard has been a very consistent partner with AVIR for many years.  
One unique aspect of their sponsorship this past year in Atlanta 
was a first-time opportunity for our attendees to get CE’s for 
attending a physician-led lecture in the exhibit hall area.  Dr. Elena 
Ladich and Dr. Mahmood Razavi presented data supporting the 
efficacy of Lutonix® 035 Drug Coated Balloon PTA Catheter (the 
FDA’s first approval for this type of product).  

The Lutonix® DCB catheter is a drug-coated balloon catheter that 
has a unique, proprietary formulation and coating delivers that 
delivers paclitaxel to the arterial wall in a single, short inflation. 
Paclitaxel is an anti-proliferative drug commonly used to prevent 
arterial restenosis so therefore, the Lutonix® DCB is designed to 
maximize efficacy without compromising safety, as demonstrated 
through rigorously conducted clinical trials.  

The Lutonix® DCB catheter is very similar to a standard 
angioplasty balloon, but contains a special coating consisting of 
paclitaxel and a proprietary carrier that facilitates the drug’s transfer 
to the arterial wall upon inflation. This highly efficient formulation 
allows Lutonix® DCB catheter to deliver a therapeutic dose to the 
artery wall, while keeping the dose of paclitaxel on the balloon as 
low as possible. A lower balloon drug load minimizes systemic drug 
exposure and is designed to maximize safety.

Spotlight on our Top Corporate Partners
By: Dana Bridges Kanfoush
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About Bard Peripheral Vascular

C. R. Bard, Inc. is a leading multinational developer, manufacturer, 
and marketer of innovative, life-enhancing medical technologies 
in the product fields of vascular, urology, oncology, and surgical 
specialty.

BARD pioneered the development of single-patient-use medical 
products for hospital procedures; today BARD is dedicated to 
pursuing technological innovations that offer superior clinical 
benefits while helping to reduce overall costs.

BARD’s core values of Quality, Integrity, Service, and Innovation 
represent our reality and our aspirations.  These four values prepare 
us for the challenges ahead and guide our everyday activities 
and align us to our mission.  They are central to how we behave 
and want to be viewed by our fellow co-workers, customers, 
shareholders and communities.

Is it any wonder why Siemens has such a wonderful reputation in 
healthcare?  They offer so many solutions for such a wide range 
of needs.  In addition, they also utilize “outside the box” thinking 
when it comes to the big picture.  For example, Siemens was able 
to offer a customized financing solution to Princeton Radiology for 
an equipment upgrade which allowed it to stay competitive in the 
region and to pursue a long-term strategy that fit the organization’s 
budget plans. 

Princeton Radiology, based in New Jersey, USA, has been a 
regional leader in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases for more 
than 50 years. The radiology network recently planned to replace 
one of its computed tomography (CT) scanners – a Siemens 
Emotion 16 that it had purchased in 2007.  

Finding the Optimal Solution Together

The Siemens project team worked feverishly to get this transaction 
completed in one day – a considerable feat when factoring in the 
constant negotiation, approvals, and input needed from a variety 
of teams in a very short period of time. Siemens proposed a seven-
year fair market-value lease solution to help Princeton Radiology 
acquire the new Siemens Perspective 64 CT scanner. The monthly 
payment for the equipment lease when coupled with the cost of 
the accompanying service contract allowed Princeton Radiology to 
stay within budget. The financial package for this machine would 
enable Princeton Radiology to upgrade its equipment and secure 
service at the same cost as it was paying for its original machine. 
Since the solution addressed so many of its needs, Princeton 
Radiology inquired about the possibility of negotiating a multiple 
equipment transaction so that it could upgrade the scanners in its 
other locations as well. Ultimately, the combination of equipment 
and financing from Siemens made it easier for Princeton Radiology 
to provide higher standards of care.

Incentive to Think Out of the Box

“When Siemens provided such an attractive financing package 
for the one scanner, it caused us to think more broadly about the 
possibility of obtaining a similar package to upgrade the machines 
at our other locations,” Marc Rothenberg, Chief Operating Officer 
of Princeton Radiology, commented. “In the end, Siemens offered 
the innovative healthcare equipment our patients expect from us 
along with a payment plan that allows us to maintain our budget 
and upgrade scanners at several sites.”

The Advantages of Change

Ultimately, Princeton Radiology acquired five scanners from 
Siemens using the same financing approach. As a result, they were 
not only able to upgrade their equipment and to secure service 
for scanners at five locations, but also to manage their budget in a 
cost efficient, predictable way. Standardizing the equipment across 
multiple locations offers Princeton Radiology other advantages in 
that it also establishes a common basis on which to train technicians 
and allows for a consistent communication platform for products 
across Princeton Radiology’s multiple locations. Combined with 
the predictability of payments for the next seven years, this will help 
increase operational efficiency for Princeton Radiology overall.

One of the new systems Princeton Radiology ordered was the new 
Siemens Perspective 64 CT scanner. 

(Press release from Siemens, May 2015)

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology 
powerhouse that has stood for engineering excellence, innovation, 
quality, reliability and internationality for more than 165 years. The 
company is active in more than 200 countries, focusing on the areas 
of electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the world’s 
largest producers of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, 
Siemens is No. 1 in offshore wind turbine construction, a leading 
supplier of combined cycle turbines for power generation, a 
major provider of power transmission solutions and a pioneer in 
infrastructure solutions as well as automation, drive and software 
solutions for industry. The company is also a leading provider of 
medical imaging equipment – such as computed tomography and 
magnetic resonance imaging systems – and a leader in laboratory 
diagnostics as well as clinical IT. In fiscal 2014, which ended on 
September 30, 2014, Siemens generated revenue from continuing 
operations of €71.9 billion and net income of €5.5 billion. At 
the end of September 2014, the company had around 357,000 
employees worldwide. Further information is available on the 
Internet at http://www.siemens.com.

AVIR is very thankful to have such amazing corporate partners on 
our team!  Please make a point of supporting the companies that 
support AVIR and you.



We, the AVIR Board and the AVIR a 
community would like to extend a sincere 
Thank You to all of our sponsorships for the 
past year. Without you our Annual National 
Meeting’s would not be possible. Through 
your generous donations, technologists here 
in the United States and abroad are given 
the opportunity to further their education 

in the ever so growing field of Interventional Radiology. At the 
annual meeting we are able to network, share what is happening 
at other institutions and learn about your current and new 

At the 18th Annual AVIR Scientific Meeting, we initiated the 
Scholarship Foundation. As we come to this year’s 25th Annual 
Meeting in Vancouver, BC, Canada; we would like to recognize a 
Member with a Scholarship. This award will include the meeting 
registration, hotel, and Transportation. Please make a donation to 
this scholarship fund so that we can help a deserving individual 
attend a meeting that may not happen unless we, through Shari 
Ullman, are able to step up and make it happen. 

I had the honor and pleasure of working with Shari on the AVIR 
board of directors and hence became a Friend. She was thoughtful, 
meaningful person giving endlessly to the AVIR.  Her dedication 
to this organization was astounding, and it continued even after 
she left the board. She did a lot for us and meant the world to a 
lot of us. To the ones that were exposed to her passion and love 

products. In addition to the annual meeting our website offers 
members directed reading to earn free credits and take part in blog 
discussions. This year will prove to be one of the most successful 
year’s the AVIR has ever seen. If you have not had the chance to 
check out our site please take a minute to see what we have been 
up! We appreciate your continued support and we look forward to 
seeing you in Vancouver, B.C.!

throughout the years, you will know that she is always around. To 
the ones that will step forward and help us be a better organization 
by taking Shari Ullman’s lead, I commend you and thank you for 
kindness and dedication. 

The AVIR would be honored to receive contributions to the Shari 
Ullman Scholarship Fund.

To: 
AVIR-Shari Ullman Foundation 
AVIR/2201 Cooperative Way/Suite 600 
Herndon, VA 20171

571.252.7174 
Info@avir.org

Sponsorship and Relationship
By: Amanda L Popovitch, Annual Meeting Chair 

Shari Ullman Scholarship Foundation
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The Interventional Informer is offering $100 to the best article. 
This is awarded for each issue of the Informer.  The article 
should be originals.  No limit in size, but they must pertain to 
Interventional Medicine.  Just submit your article with name 
and address for the AVIR Board of Directors to review. 

Best of Luck!

The educational eligibility requirements for certification in 
mammography, computed tomography, quality management, 
bone densitometry, cardiac-interventional radiography, 
vascular-interventional radiography, vascular sonography, 
breast sonography, or using the post-primary pathway to 
magnetic resonance imaging or sonography are currently 
built on experience. Beginning in 2016, however, 16 hours of 
structured education will be required. 

Clinical Experience Requirements

Candidates for the post-primary certification must meet 
clinical experience requirements before signing the application 
for certification. The requirements call for completing and 
documenting specific numbers of repetitions for various 
procedures, which must have been completed during the  
24 months immediately preceding the application date.  
When clinical experience requirements are updated, candidates 
are allowed a two-year grace period during which either the 
old or new requirements are acceptable. View the clinical 
experience requirements. 

Editors Award Winner

AVIR would like to acknowledge the following writer for their 
publication in the past issue. 

We Love Our Corporate Sponsor! 
Dana Bridges Kanfoush 
Congratulations 

For general information, visit the clinical experience 
requirements FAQs. 

Structured Education Requirement Coming in 2016

Beginning January 1, 2016, candidates for post-primary 
certification will also be required to complete 16 hours of 
structured education related to the content specifications 
for that exam. The education must meet the same standards 
as CE activities in that it must be either RCEEM-approved 
or university-awarded. Structured educational activities that 
are only state-approved will not satisfy the requirements. 
Candidates will need to document at least one CE credit or its 
equivalent of structured education in each certification content 
category; the remaining hours may be distributed among any 
categories of the content specifications. 

AVIR is a qualified  RECEEM  please check out site for 
continual Updates!

Attention All Writers

Pathway to Post-Primary Category Certification

https://www.arrt.org/Practice-Analysis/Clinical-Experience-Requirements
https://www.arrt.org/Practice-Analysis/Clinical-Experience-Requirements
https://www.arrt.org/FAQ/Clinical-Experience
https://www.arrt.org/FAQ/Clinical-Experience
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The Association of Vascular and Interventional Radiographers (AVIR) 
is the national organization of healthcare professionals within Vascular 
and Interventional Radiology and involved in standard of care issues, 
continuing education and related concerns.

Who Can Become a Member of AVIR?
ACTIVE: Radiographers with a primary focus in Vascular 
and/or Interventional Radiology. Active members must 
be ARRT registered or have Canadian equivalent. Submit 
copy of certification with application.

Dues are $75 per year.

ASSOCIATE: Related healthcare professionals working 
with or having a special interest in Vascular and/or 
Interventional Radiology, including Nurses, Medical/
Cardiovascular Technologies and Commercial Company 
Representatives.

Dues are $65 per year.

STUDENT: Students in certified programs for Vascular 
and/or Interventional Radiographers.

Dues are $45 per year.

INTERNATIONAL: Healthcare professionals working or 
having special interest in CIT and who reside outside of 
the United States and Canada. This category includes, 
but is not limited to, medical technologists, radiologic 
technologists, registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, 
Physicians and commercial company representatives.

Dues are $85 per year.

All Memberships are renewable annually each January.
Why Is Joining AVIR Important?

The AVIR is dedicated to you and is a powerful advocate 
for the special interest and concerns of healthcare 
professionals working in Vascular and Interventional 
Radiology. We acknowledge the importance of continuing 
education, establishing high standards of practice and care, 
certifying Vascular and/or Interventional Radiographers, 
and establishing a nationwide network for obtaining 
information and/or employment opportunities.

What Opportunities Does AVIR Offer?
• Professional growth

• Society of Interventional Radiographers (SIR) 
Annual Meeting

• Exchange of information and ideas

• AVIR Annual Meeting

• Continuing education opportunities

• Quarterly newsletter

• Local chapter involvement

• National membership directory

The Association of Vascular and Interventional Radiographers (AVIR)

2201 Cooperative Way | Suite 600 | Herndon, VA  20171

571.252.7174 | Fax: 571.252.7174 

email: info@avir.org | www.avir.org

What is AVIR?


